SAP partners with Microsoft for first-in-market cloud migration offerings
The article highlights a collaboration between SAP SE and Microsoft that led to a successful transition that aimed at accelerating the adoption of SAP S/4HANA by customers on Microsoft Azure. The partnership also aimed at minimizing costs for customers and reducing complexity as they transit to SAP S/4HANA within the cloud. The partnership tends to deepen the close relationship that is shared by the two companies while focusing on a common objective: the growth of the cloud ecosystem. Microsoft Azure contains project “Embrace” that provides customers with a simplified transition from on-premise editions of SAP ERP to SAP S/4HANA, jointly developed market surveys to facilitate customer needs and a collaborative support model that would facilitate simplified resolution. The article proceeds to give individual histories about SAP and Microsoft, how the companies operate, and the customers they serve.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The contents of the article are closely related to the class readings, especially on the topic of SAP Finance, which incorporates elements of SAP ERP such as FI. The article, therefore, contains information that is essential for any firm that wishes to adopt the new SAP S/4HANA in its operations for effective financial planning and treasury management, among other activities. The class readings highlighted several benefits that are associated with the incorporation of SAP in finance, which includes budgeting and forecasting, management of the company’s performance, financial consolidation, corporate treasury management, debt and investment management, and forecasting of cash flow.
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